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| GunTLevinn, 


2 ＋ the primary Viſttstion of his 
© a pareſent Lordſhip I delivered in a 
T{Ffg> Complaint, which was then com- 

municated to ſeveral very worthy 
Weben who were no Strangers to my Sen- 


timents, That Mr. Herbert Beaver took lar- 


ger Fees of the Clergy than he ought to do. 


And I apprehend that the ſaid Complaint is 


either ſecreted from. him, or that his Lord- 
ſhip is miſled in the Caſe : Unleſs the Appli- 


cation ought to have been made to the Chan- 
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The CLERGY 7 the Duc of oe. 5 


= | cellor . 


trad 


elner of the Dioceſe, who, I had Reaſon to 


think, wanted no Manner of Information of 
the Grievance complained of. Sf | 


However, ſince Mr. Beaver will 8 no 
Warning, but ſtill perſiſts in carrying on his 


Encroachments with a very high Hand, which 


many Clergy bear with Reluctance, their 


mall Incomes not admitting of the leaſt In- 


creaſe of Fees; and none ſurely ſhould ſuffer 
it for the Sake of their Succeffors: Nay ! how 
can we ſuffer it without deſerving the Impu- 


tation of being unfaithful Truſtees : Beſides, 


who knows how far ſuch Encroachments may 
be extended, or where they may end ? I wiſh 
we were unanimous in giving the proper 
Check to his Exceſs, and in reducing him to 


the Obſervance of the Table of Fees, or at 
leaſt to take the old cuſtomary Fee, double 
to that in the Table, with which Mr. Cooper 


was contented under Lord-Talbet, who conti- 


nucd Chanceller of this r till the. _ 


n 


For the aforeſaid. End, petals: me to pre- 


ſent to — an Dann from the Table of 
F ces, VIS. 


. Pro : 


Pro 


( "Þ 
- Pro Subſerdptiane Literarum,. Inflitutionis;: 
 InduStianss, et Ordination, Cujufitbet. 
_ Bemeficieth, in gr A A 5 
pi, Regiftrario xx d. | 


All which Particulars « are now w compre 


$$ 


ded in the Article Exhibits... | 


The Table of Fee ces. 3 41. 
though not to be Teen in the conſiſtory Court, 
or Regiſtry, as Canon 136 directs, was made 
in the Days of Queen Elizabeth. And the 
Compilers of the Canons in her . Succeffor's 
Time ſeemed: to think the Sum above ſpeci- 
fied. in the Table too much for Attendance. 
only to receive it, r 


half. ae 2375 * 


After the Age of Confukin, 1 mean after 
wn Reſtoration, by the good Management of 


_ ſome cunning Regiſtrar,” or perhaps Deputy 


Regiſtrar, as Mr. Beaver writes himſelf, pri- 


mary Exhibits were arbitrarily made 38. 4d. 
that the Half might be always xx d. And ſo 


they were continued till after the primary Vi- 
ſitation of the immediate Predeceſſor of the 


preſent Biſhop of Oxford, when Mr. grin 


by his own ſole Authority, as I verily believe, 


raiſed | 


CEP 
raiſed them to a Crown; and the ſubſequent 
Exhibits in the fame Biſhop's Time to Half 
a Crown. By which means at the late pri- 

mary Viſitation he took xxd. for each Inſtru- 
ment inſtead of xx d. for the Three; or in- 
ſtead of 38. 4d. for the three Inſtruments. 
according to the firſt Corruption of the Fee; 1 


and ſo on in 8 


Whoever will give himſelf the Trouble to 
read Canon 138, he will eaſily perceive, with 
out Recourſe to the Act of Parliament, 1 
Elix. Cap. 19. now in Force, to prohibit 


Biſhop's Grants and the Augmentation of 


Fees, That the common Apparitor, being 
the Apparitor General, He lies under no 
Obligation to acknowledge two Apparitors, 
much leſs to pay any ſuch new raiſed 
Officer, who I have Reaſon to think con- 
ſtituted himſelf: Though in Truth every 
Perſon concerned may lie under an Obli- 
gation to Mr. Beaver, (who after long Pre- 
varication at laſt declared himſelf to be 
Apparitor General) that in the eighth Year | 
of his Extortion he had not raiſed the Shil- 
ling to his more beloved Coin, a Half 
Crown or Crown. So that in the two 
foregoing Caſes the Remedy ſeems to be 


TEE 
in the Power of the Clergy themſelves, 
who may withold ſurely the Payment of 
any Sum not required by, the Table of 
Fees, or may refuſe to contribute to ſup- 
port any illegal Officer, of no other Uſe 
chan juſt to be a Collector of Shillings for 
himſelf. 20 
Self - Defence is undoubtedly juſtifiable 
againſt all Impoſitions: And as'many Cler- 
gymen feel themſelves much higher taxed 
than any other Body of Men by Firſt 
Fruits, Tenths, and Viſitations not ani- 
madverted upon; is it not beneath us 
to ſuffer our Taxes to be enlarged by a 
—— who I am perſuaded is amply 
provided for by his Conſtituent, the Re- 
Siſtrar, though I know not the Gentle- 
man ſo much as by Name, Be that 
as it will; it by no Means becomes 
me to concern myſelf about the Wages 
of another Perſon's © Servant. Exception 
I continue to make to the preſent Aug- 
mentation of Fees, in other Words to 
our enlarged "Taxes; as unwarrantable and 
oppreſſive: becauſe impoſed by a Perſon, 
or Perſons, not inveſted with any Au- 
_ to invade: the Property of the 


Clergy 
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; ted, not to my Prejudice only, that the 
Matter is trifling. To which it is an- 
fwered, whatever it may be to ſome In- 
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Clergy, at» Pleaſure, A Point that: ought 


to be controverted, and the Power. eſta- 


bliſhed, before an caßy Submiſſion to leck 


a Taxation. can be gien, 


It may poſbly hove, "Sms men- 


dividuals, 1 am confident it is not the 
fame to every Perſon; and do humbly 
aſk, whether to palliate and countenance 


Extortion is not ſomewhat worſe than 


trifling. However, it is not the mere 


Loſs of Money, be it little or much, in a 


pilferin g way, that is ſolely offenſive to mia. 


It is the dangerous Uſurpation likewiſe.'of 
an illimited Power oyer the Clergy, be 


Infringement of their Civil Liberty; thathas 
my Oppoſition z and the baſe and ;hore 


rid Attempt to. eſtabliſh, a preſcriptive 


Right to make the ſame Demand of 
my Succeſſors by the apparent Miniſtry 


E — * 


of Juſtice | Nevertheleſs, let the Matter 


be med, and let the World judge; 


who are well able to judge, whether it 


really be trifling upon the whole: Tho 


it 11 ancangeivable to me, how even the 
5 loweſt 


"ES 


loweſt Degree of Immoral ity, which the 
Caſe" under Coniſidleration is far frbm be- 

ing, can with n. be . | 
repreſented | and called. 1 


Facts ſpeak beſt 6. e it is 
neceſſary therefore to give a particular 
State of the Account, that is of the old 
Fee doubled Time immemorial, and of 

the new additional Increaſe by Mr. Bea- 
ver, that this _ Matter may be 

ſeen at one View. Yet here be pleaſed | 
to bear in Mind, that at preſent but 
one Article in the Table of Fees is un- 
der Conſideration, where 1 happen 
hereafter. 1 : 

There are 1 70 Piridhes l * the Dioceſe 8 
of Oxford excluſive of the City and Suburbs: 
And it is with Regard to that Number. 

that the following Calculation is made. 

Not that the Deputy is charged with re- 
cebiving actually the Sum total, but only 
the greater Part of it, and with 8 ; 
Attempts to receive the whole. | 
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STATE of ther ACCOUNT.” 


At fix Viſitations (171, 
each) the Church-wardens 
have paid to the new Ap- | 
paritor General, as 'Tho- 
mas Howſe, the old Appa- 
ritor informed me with 


oy the primary vit tation The old pee The new addi 
of 7. — Lord Biſhop | doubled Time | tional 'Increaſe 
of Oxford, Mr. Beaver immemorial | by Mr Beaver. 
followed his Predecefſor | without regard | _ 
Mr. Cooper, and took of | to Canon 137 
the Clergy each 38. 4d. | J. . d. L. . 1. 
for Exhibi its, -. - - | 8 6 8 T'. 6.0 
wy nad Viſiation for. £ >, 
Exhibits, * 6 19 * 0 
18, each. New Apparitor „„ „ SS EIPIG 
General, "> @ © 3 $366 
At five Viſitations more. e r 
Exhibits, 70 16 6 33 8 4 
At five Viſitations more | N „ 
Ne App. General, 0 0 Oo | 42 10 0 
The Number of Curates | Fes 
cannot be. aſcertained. £ 
Let them be ſuppoſed ; : 
fifty. e 
50 Curates, ſecond Viſit. WE © 
for N 4 43 T7 $ 
0 0 ew Lg EY > 2 288 : 
1 App · % 6's 6 0 
At five Viſitations more, 0123 3 1 BITS Wat LO 
their Exhibits, 1 20. 26 8 16 4. 
At five Viſitations more, e aa” 
New. App. General, 0 o o | 12 10 0 
Suppoſe "but. two new In- 
cumbents within thewhole | 0 
Dioceſe every Year, for | | —_ 
20 Years, | TL PENS ig) 
40 Primary Exhibits, 6 13. 4 s ©. 8; 
L. New App. General, . 


; ( 7 
' Aſtoniſhment, which their | The old Fee | The new addi. 
Books will either y_ or doubled, &c. | tional Increaſe 
diſprove. | 5 £ » 4. d, | by Mr Beaver, 
— 00 - 102 „ % . | 
Receivedinthe late dae W — — 
Time, 9 7751 155 97 13 4 : 2 6 2 
At the primary r 
of John, Lord Biſhop of 7 F. | 
Oxford, 2 3 ; I 2 ; 0 
Primary Exhibits, ee s [| 19+ 4 
New App. General, ,0--.0'.0-4.4 #: 10,0 
At ſecond Viſit. Exhibits, 14 3 4 7 18 
New App. General, -  o o 0 8.10 © 
50 — primary 1 „ 5 30 gong > 
70 New App. General, . 3 ee 
30 New App. General, „ | „ 
Two new Incumbents 0 8. wad NN 5 Wb” 
ear, 8 he | 
For four Years ; n . T 
Exhibits, a 3 6 8 0. 0 4 
8 New A p- Gen. | 0 6 0 0 
At two Vi. Church-war- | . | | 
dens to New App. Gen. % 0 5 | „ 0 
— ———— — 
Received in the preſent Bi- F TH 1 
ſhop's Time, c | 56 6 8 | 84 11 4 
The Table-fee doubled 7 172 8 a * 8 
without reſpec̃t to enn | Increaſed by 
137: I. [312 18 o [Mr. Beaver, 
Total. 15 18 „ 


* 


Thus ſtands the trifling Account (Errors 
excepted) for eight Viſitations, under the 
Appearance of Juſtice. 


0 


It 


(us 


It is obvious; that the Tnereafe, amounting | 
to above 371. every Viſitation, greatly exceeds 
the Sum 702 of the legal Fee, doubled Time 
immemorial: The greater Part of which af- 
ter the firſt Endorſement in Truth is paid for 
nothing. But as ſuch Fee is required by the 
Eecleſiaſtical Law, it would be chearfully 
paid, were all Exactions effectually e 
as tliey dught to be. For who can ſet un- 
concerned at a Viſitation, - unleſs ' hardened 
2 gainſt all tender Senfibilities, and ſee. his Bro- 
ther defrauded and diſmiſſed with a  ſcornful 
Grimace and impudent Joke, for queſtioning 
with great Modeſty a Miſtake in the De- 
mand more than he expected, who often- 


times doth not receive a better, Rect 


ompence 


for his moft valuable Services than a dommon 
Day-Labourer ? So cruel is it, exceſſively 
cruel, that à very large Portion of the 


-Beaverian Increaſe has been ſhamefully 


taken 


from the inferior * Clergy, induſtriouſly kept 

in Tgnorarice of ' the Table of Fees, who 
_ would not have been overpaid, had they re- 
ceived as many Pounds, as they have been 


4 pitifully robbed of Pence. 


* At the hy Viſitation the loweſt Curate paid Four 
Shillings and Fourpence more than the legal Dues. = 


If 


n 


mine their Papers, e eee 


obliged to them. And as 1 have 


to attend the Viſitation. 30 and have alway ays 
heardi it condemned with great Seriouſneſs and 


( az ) 
I amy — beatitcs 


ſoon as poſſible an Account of what different 


Fees they have paid in different Years, the 


more ancient the better, in ſupport of my 
Evidence, which goes back to the End of 


Biſhop Patter s Time; or ta correct my Ex- 


A ſhall be much 
oppoſed the 
Extortion from the Beginning, whenever able 


rors, which are not wilf 


Concern; it is Time the Matter was brought 


to ſome Iſſue. Over and over again have 1 
declared my Reſolution to defend the Cauſe, 
let Mr. Beaver commence Plaintiff as ſoon as 
he pleaſed * But it may be beſt for his Purpole 
to forbear to purſue. his Scheme in an 'open 
and generous Manner, and therefore he has 


always declined the Offer. At the late Viſi- 


tation he returned Anſwer by my Church- 
warden, that he would not receive the Fees 


due to his Lordſhip, unleſs his own Demands 


were fully ſatisfied, which were again refuſed 


to be complied with. I hope-one may enter- 
tain a better Opinion of him than to think * 


He makes the Advantage of ſuch Refuſals, 


which * and inſignificant Malice might 
pony 
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poſſibly ſuggeſt Vet he may laugh in 11 
Sleeve, relying not ſo much upon the Merits 
of his Caſe, as deſigni 


ing to drive the Clergy 


gradually to do the Buſineſs for him them- 


ſelves, which without your Comp liance he 


may be unable to effect. a after 6 
long 
| 2 many perſonal Abuſes, there is no Room, 
I am perſuaded, for any Man of Candour to 
4 me of Precipitation in the preſent At- 


Patience and Trial, after having recei- 


tempt to ſtop the Progreſs of his Injuſtice, 
which is too viſible — the thin Cloak of 


diſſembled Righteouſneſs, If then no good 


Reaſon can be aſſigned why the Clergy them- 

ſelves ſhould not begin the Suit, as they 
who are atone have nothing to fear; 
I earneſtly ſollicit one Clergyman from each 


of the other Deanries, in Defence of his 
neighbouring Brethren, to join with me, who 
offer myſelf for the Deanry of - Burceſter, 
that we may exert our juſt Endeavours to 
bring this Deputy to make the written Law 


the Rule for his future Demands. For let it 


be ſaid of the Law, as it is ſaid of 


Truth, — eft et Pravalebit. : 


If you approve of the Propoſal, * 


21 eur reſpective Deanries, be pleaſed to 


: ſignify | 
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* prope? Advice Orders tall be giver for 
the Proceſs, as the Caſe ſeems e 


to require. 


It remains only to be added, that Mr. 
| Beaver is hereby called upon, either to 
juſtify his Conduct publickly, or to "renounce 
efitirely his unwarrantable ang oppreſſive 
Demands, 


Ian, OnnTLIMEN, 
With the greatef Reſpect and Sincerity, 
mr mol ahn / ind , | 
And bunbl Servant, 75 


*. 90 


Odington, near Illp. N 1 
Mey 19, 1763, JOHN BRUERE.. 4 
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